
How to make a cuben rain kilt/skirt 
 

 

Step 0: Make a mock-up of this with a cheaper fabric first while your materials ship. I can’t stress the 

importance of this enough. The materials below are for a single run of the process, so order what you 

need to make the mock-up twice so you can make the second. Also, once the main material is cut, use 

the scraps to play with your sewing machine and the process. Switch through it, practice putting Velcro 

onto it.  

Step 1: Gather materials together. I used: 

1 yard 1.0oz/sqyd cuben fiber 

1-2’ of 1/2 inch One Wrap Velcro, the less abrasive and plucky hook and loop kind. 

1 tiny cord lock, the .02 ounce kind 

4’ of 3/32" Shock Cord 

1 eyelet. I used the normal size, you should use the slightly larger size. 

1’ of ½” grosgrain  

Step 2: Cut material to length. I used a cutting mat made for crafts, a yard stick, and a heated (with a 

lighter) Xacto knife. Leave allowances for the hems, which should all be doubled back, so you sew 

through three fabric layers at all times. 

Step 3: Cut triangles with the scrap cuben. I made myself a 5”x5” square, then quartered it into 

triangles. This provides 4 triangles, but you will only need two.  

Step 4: Put the eyelet through the center of the fabric near the top of a long side, about 1” down, or 

more accurately put it where you want it. It should account for the folded under material (the raw edge) 

and the amount you’ll sew for your hem. It should ideally be centered between the future hem sewing, 

and the top of the fabric post-hem. 

Step 5: Hem the top edge keeping in mind this will be the cordage slot. This is MUCH easier when pre-

folded, as cuben holds folds really well. The hem should be doubled over and sewn through 3 layers of 

fabric. I made mine .75”, then tried to sew my hem as close to the lower part as possible. As it feeds 

through the sewing machine make sure the double fold stays in place with your fingers before it gets to 

the needle, this should be done for all hems. 



Step 6: Fold the big side of the triangle over twice and hem it. I tried to make my triangle hems 

miniscule, we just need to stop the edge from being raw here. Do NOT do this on all sides, we’re going 

to incorporate them into the normal sewing process later. 

Step 7: Hem the bottom edge with the triangles firmly in place keeping in mind which side of the fabric 

will be front facing. We want the front face to be clean, so the edges fold to the back. To keep them 

from shifting I used masking tape, removing it as I went along so it never touched the needle. 

Step 8: Put the cordage material into the top side and out through the eyelet. Remember we’re going to 

be having ends on both sides, some material outside the eyelet for use with a cord lock. The cordage will 

be two separate pieces. 

Step 9: Hem one of the ends. This hem should be .5”, but doubled over so you sew through 3 layers. It 

was important to run cordage before this, as now we’re blocking off access to the ends of the cordage 

slot we made. 

Step 10: Hem the other end the same as the prior. 

Step 11: Sew in the Velcro. It helps to do this step if you can get the cordage to sort of snake about in 

the future sewing area, which I did by forcing too much into it to let it be straight. This will allow for 

more contact points to keep your cordage firmly where you want it. Put the soft side on the front face, 

top right. This was much easier on my machine when I started it by manually rotating to sew, then using 

the pedal after it got started. I went around in a rectangle and then went through it once more in the 

middle. Try it on and play with it to make sure you’re putting this on the correct side and face. I initially 

thought I’d want the Velcro away from the sides, but that pulls the bottom into being sideways and 

looking funny, put the Velcro so the skirt can be straight up and down when on you, the cordage is for 

fitting. 

Step 12: Sew in the harder side on the back face, top right.  Again try it on before sewing. 

Step 13: Put the cord lock onto the cordage. I made sure I was happy with the amount of slack, then tied 

it off and cut the excess. You now have fully functional rain gear! 

Step 14: If you like, loop a bit of grosgrain and sew it onto the bottom corners to your specifications. I 

used my trekking poles for sizing, but I think if I ever used these I’d be hanging it, so the size isn’t super 

important. 

 

We’re Done! 

 



 


